Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson 
My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: 73 B

Call to Worship and Silent/Corporate Prayer
We gather as God’s redeemed to Affirm that: OUR Help is in the Name of the Lord, the maker of the Heavens and the Earth. As we do so, We Receive God’s Greeting…
Grace  and Peace to you from God/Father/Son/HS. Amen
PLEASE REMAIN STANDING as we profess our faith using the Nicene Creed 
Forms and Confessions pg.9







Please be seated 

(or front hymnals)

And now we will read from the Heidelberg Catechism – Lord’s Day #3 

F&Conf. Pg15
Let us continue to worship the Lord as we Sing: #139    “God, you search me and you know me” vs.1,2,3, 9, 12
WE come now to our time of Congregational Prayer:
Scripture Reading:
Romans 5:12-21
Let’s now cont. To worship as we bring to the Lord His Tithes and our Freewill offerings: As the Deacons come ...
Let’s cont. to worship as we sing Our Song of Prep:   Psalm #445
“Rock of Ages, cleft for me” alt
Sermon Text:
Genesis 3
 
Sermon Title: 
FALLEN!

Let us now sing a song of Response – Psalm #191
“How great Thou art” Vs 1,3,4
May God the Father bless you & keep you, May God the Son turn His face toward you & be gracious to you,
May the Holy Spirit lift up his countenance upon you & give you peace! Amen




Doxology: 
#206
“To God be the glory” Vs 1
Evening Sermon: “FALLEN!”






N.Shore Heidelberg #3
Text:  Genesis 3 
Reading:   Romans 5:12-21
Introduction:
 Children, Have you ever been really embarrassed or ashamed of something so that you covered your face or turned away from others? Perhaps you tried to make something out of Lego… or baking in the kitchen BUT… when everyone saw what you had made = they laughed, or they said it was horrible… In that moment, you probably turned away, or hid your face in your hands. It isn’t a nice feeling is it?! 




Most of us adults know what it is to be ashamed. On the light hearted side, we might sing and dance when people aren’t looking and then you suddenly turn around and see someone watching you or laughing at you – and you suddenly turn red and try to hide! Or on the painful side…You  were supposed to do a certain job, but you forgot, and when the time came to show your work – you get that sick feeling in your stomach, when you realize: “I didn’t do it!” And the shame washes over you like a cold wave on cloudy day! 





Such a horrible feeling!!
 In such moments, shame drives you to want to crawl into a hole and die! 

FROM WHERE does that horrible feeling come?! When did that start? Last time, (2 weeks ago) we saw that the Law of God reveals our sin and misery. While it makes us feel horrible … the Law was intended by God to direct us away from ourselves, so that we might look to the Lord Jesus Christ as the one to solve that sin problem!

But Tonight we ask: where did the sin problem, and shame and misery come from in the first place?! That is what we will be digging into this evening as we open up Genesis 3 and the sin of Adam and Eve.
As we will learn: God made Man good & holy, but through Adam’s sin, we all became sinful/miserable!    
  We will explore that under 3 headings:
 
I. The Perfect  is broken
II. The Broken made Perfect
III. The Cosmic Big Picture
Let’s begin with:

I. The Perfect is Broken      
(REPEAT)
a. Lord’s Day #3 begins with the question: Did God create man so wicked and perverse?!
 And what a fitting question that is… For when you first tell anyone of the sin of humanity and that God is the Creator of all things – they frequently challenge us with THIS very concept/question. If everyone is so bad, Did God make us that way?  The catechism summarizes a lot of teaching in a very succinct way: “No. God created man Good and in His own image, that is, in true righteousness and holiness…”  You see that proven in Scripture just one page back in your Bibles at the end of Genesis 1: Vs.26 “God said, Let Us make man in Our image, according to our likeness…” 
    Vs. 28 – God blessed mankind, and vs.31, God declared that everything He made was very good!
So, God made us perfect! And He did that for a reason – Specifically, that we would truly know God as creator, love Him with all our hearts, and live with Him in eternal happiness for His praise and Glory! 

But as the next question so quickly clarifies…  THIS isn’t what we see around us, is it?!

Question 7 asks: THEN WHERE does man’s corrupt nature come from? 
(not actually bad grammar, moms…)
From the Fall and disobedience of our first parents Adam and Eve!
b. That is what I want to direct your attention to in our text for this evening.
 At the beginning of this chapter 3, Adam and Eve were completely free beings morally. That means that they could be good, or they could be bad. 
CHILDREN, let me illustrate how the corruption of sin works … Consider 2 children dressed up in fancy white clothes. A boy in a white suit and a girl in a white dress (let’s say they are getting ready to be flower boy/girl in a wedding). So, these two children are sparkly white, but it has rained for days and there are dozens of HUGE muddy puddles all over the yard. When those children first step out of the house, they have 2 Options: (1) they have the ability to remain white and clean by obeying their parents… Or (2) they have the ability to get filthy brown/black with mud by disobeying their parents and playing in the puddles. As long as they obey by staying out of the puddles, they will always have 2 options. However, if they choose to disobey and they jump into the big muddy puddles, they no longer have 2 options: they have chosen to be dirty, & they cannot make themselves clean again!

When Adam and Eve were first created, they could obey or disobey – but once they disobeyed, they were dirty, and they could not make themselves perfect again! 


Satan knew that original freedom - and in rebellion against God the Father, Satan sought to trick Adam and Eve into sin. However … HE only tricked Eve into sin: for the Bible clearly says while Eve was deceived… Adam was not! Adam actually CHOSE to sin. That is why whenever we speak of original sin, we speak of Adam. God never blames Eve for the Fall into sin, but He does blame Adam. As we read in Romans 5, “Therefore just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned… (and later) For… by the transgression of one the many died… 

As a result of that sin, Adam and Eve experienced this first wave of shame! They realized that they were naked. They were no longer perfect, and so they cowered and hid. And when God finally found them and addressed them, He gave them a curse for their sin! Look at vs.16 -19 READ
That first sin, and the subsequent curse of God, meant that Adam and Eve no longer had the ability to be perfect and obedient. They couldn’t stay in the perfect Garden of Eden. God drove them out… And from that point onwards EVERY human being descended from Adam was born sinful and suffered Sin’s curse! Jesus was the only perfect man because His father was God, not Adam or one of Adam’s descendants AND the Bible tells us that sin is passed from Father to child (symbolic of Adam being the one responsible for the Fall).




 All Humanity is sinful and miserable – and we are corrupt from conception on! Did you notice that little phrase in the catechism… sometimes people struggle to understand how it is possible for babies to be corrupt. But, You see this through the outworking of the curse. The curse was that sin would bring death/pain – and it has. And so everywhere you see death, you see the result of sin. Children in the womb are not innocent – they are sinners, and that is proven by the fact that so many of them die in the womb! IT is true that they have not sinned themselves, but they tragically suffer the consequences of Adam’s sin! 
And yet, the story doesn’t end there! God didn’t leave humanity broken. He has provided a way whereby the broken can be made perfect again!
Which lead us to our SECOND point:

II. The Broken made Perfect       (REPEAT)
a. This chapter, as Dark as it is… Doesn’t end with the curse for sin… There is HOPE HERE!!  

First of all, God sought Adam and Eve after they sinned. God knew what had happened… like a parent who was watching as the child stole the cookie – He didn’t NEED to ask what had happened. HE came seeking them, so that He might graciously confront them, and continue His glorious plan for redeeming humanity! (and we will look at that in a moment under our 3rd point)… 

Oddly enough, the clearest hope for sinful humanity came in the form of the Curse for the Serpent! For there in Genesis 3:15, God says, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head! And you shall bruise Him on the heel.” Jesus Christ was this promised Seed! ... the ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy. He came to live the perfect life that you can’t live, and to suffer/die under the Hellish wrath of God that you deserve – so that He might crush Satan’s power of sin and death! AND HE DID JUST THAT!! 

But that is not all, we further see how that victory would be given to sinners like us! For when Adam and Eve sinned, they were naked. Once they sinned, they KNEW their nakedness and they were ashamed, and sewing fig leaves couldn’t cover their sinful shame! And so God, in His grace, pictured what Christ would do for them, by killing animals and making them clothes of skin. What a glorious picture! Someone had to die to cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness! Jesus Christ came to die, so that by believing in His name, we might be clothed with His perfect righteousness – and our shame taken away!


And Finally, we see that God barred the way to the Tree of Life. AT first, that might not seem so gracious… but consider something: What would have happened if a sinful Adam and Eve had eaten of the Tree of Life? They would have lived forever – as sinners! God tells us in Revelation that the Tree of Life is now in the Heavenly Jerusalem – God barred the way to eternal life, until we were made whole by Christ’s saving work! He didn’t want us to be locked forever in sin/misery – and so He protected us for our eternal Good! Do you know this Savior for yourself?!
And I think that leads us to our THIRD point:





you need Him!! … 
III. The Cosmic Big Picture       (REPEAT)
I want us to zoom REALLY far back to get the Eternal Big picture of what God was doing in Genesis 3 and His goal for humanity overall… This is important because logically, it can be hard to explain these things to new Christians or even to some who have been Christians for many years, but never taught…

Sometimes people ask the same questions that the Catechism asks, but they end up in a very different place… For example, They will listen when we say that the Law was meant to show us our sin and misery, and they will say, “Okay…. So we are all sinners…  but Did God make everything?” And we say, YES! 

And so they reply, “So, Did God make us sinful?” And we say, No, He made us Holy and Happy with dominion over the creatures, but Adam and Eve sinned by eating the forbidden fruit, and so they became sinful and miserable.

But they press the point, “Wait a moment… Is God almighty? Yes. Is God in control of Everything? Yes. 



Then WHY didn’t God stop Adam and Eve from sinning?!” Because He didn’t want to!
You see: God intended to use the sin of Adam and Eve for the furtherance of HIS perfect plan to make a people who would know God as Creator (and know all His attributes), A People who would Love Him with all their hearts, and Live with God in eternal Happiness for His Praise and Glory! Which is part of the answer from HC#6… which I said I would deal with later…

You see, God wanted a people who would know Him as He truly is – and know His attributes: Power, Love, Joy, Holiness, Purity, Justice, Righteousness, Wrath for Evil, Jealous love, Grace, Mercy, etc…
But you have to realize something –that goal was not possible apart from the Fall into Sin & God’s grace in Christ!


Think about it… If you were perfect, could you understand what “Wrath for sin” is? 



If there were no sin, no sinners, no condemnation – could you comprehend sin or holiness or wrath?!



What about Justice… if you were perfect, and you didn’t know sin, How could you know Justice?

It gets harder still – If you were perfect, Grace and Mercy wouldn’t make sense either! 












Because blessing would be your right!
You see, In order for us to know HUGE parts of who God is and His character, we have to basically go to Hell and be brought back. We had to fall into sin as a whole race, and then only some of us be saved. For then we will know God’s Holiness and righteousness, but also His wrath for sin and His justice for the wicked. We will know His love and His grace and His Mercy and understand all those things in Christ Jesus! 


In Christ, we are actually elevated higher and placed in a better position of knowledge and communion with God than if we had never sinned! Christians will have it better in eternity than Adam would have had if he had never eaten the fruit! WHY? Because we will KNOW more of God and based on that understanding, we will praise and glorify and enjoy God more than Adam ever could! And Knowing all that – God worked His plan just right… so that what Satan intended for evil out of rebellion against God, and what Adam did out of disobedience   –( what they intended for evil )– God intended for Good! Just like the story of Joseph at the end of Genesis! What His brothers intended for evil – God used for good to save the lives of millions!
Conclusion:
So, Yes, we were made perfect. Yes Adam and Eve sinned, and so now we are all born sinful, under the curse, inclined toward all evil, and unable to save ourselves – BUT God in His grace, has showed fallen sinners Mercy… For He sent His only Son Jesus Christ to live, die and rise again, to save all who trust in Him! 
And all so that His People might truly KNOW God and be with God in the New Heavens and New Earth to enjoy sweet communion to His glory forevermore! DO you know this Salvation?! 


If not, do not delay! Turn from living your life in rebellion against God, and accept this 


gracious gift extended to you in Christ! Why should you perish forever in Hell – when God has provided a way of escape?! Come to Jesus – Look to Him in Faith, believing that God’s Word is true – Jesus did fulfill all God’s commandments and pay YOUR penalty so that you might live forever – IF you trust in Him! Do so now!

For those of you who already do trust in the Savior … then: Does this motivate you in your Christian walk? 


Are you ready and zealous to defend God’s honor and power in Creation and Redemption?!  These things are real, and they are subjects which people will Actually talk to you about if you are willing to speak up! And these fundamental truths are what so many people NEED to hear! 


So, LEARN them! 
Grow in your Faith! 
And Share this truth to the salvation of sinners and the glory of our Savior! AMEN.
